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The University of Montana
University CommunicationsNEWS RELEASE Missoula; MT 59812(406) 243-2522
Oct 29, 1993
UM WOOD CHEMISTRY LAB TAKES SHAFIZADEH NAME 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s wood chemistry lab has been named the Shafizadeh Center for 
Wood and Carbohydrate Chemistry in memory of the lab’s first director, Fred Shafizadeh.
Shafizadeh, who earned international recognition for his work in the area of renewable 
resources, headed the wood chemistry lab from its creation in 1966 until his death in 1984. He was 
eulogized by former chemistry department chair Keith Osterheld as "a dedicated teacher, a campus 
leader and friend to all."
The laboratory name change was formally approved by the state Board of Regents last
month.
Shafizadeh earned doctorates in organic chemistry and science from England’s Birmingham 
University, as well as a bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering from the Technical Institute of 
Teheran, Iran. He managed the research department of Weyerhaeuser before joining the UM 
faculty in 1966. He received the University’s first Distinguished Researcher/Scholar Award in 
1980.
Shafizadeh’s widow, Doreen, lives in Missoula.
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